From: Anne Dhoop [mailto:adhoop@ectaa.org] 
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 10:05 AM
To: Anne Dhoop
Subject: 1st Edition of "ECTAA in 5 minutes" - January 2011

..in five minutes..                           January 2011
At its last meeting our Strategic Committee proposed to have a regular newsletter for Members, which should be a quick reference to the most salient matters of the previous weeks.  Here it is! The newsletter gives you a short overview of news, achievements and developments in EU and industry affairs, which you can read in five minutes. More details can be found in our memos and correspondences. 

The most salient news of the week was definitely the adoption of the report of the EU Parliament’s JURI Committee on the consumer rights Directive proposal. A report which includes a series of amendments put forward by ECTAA. An encouraging development and a reward for the collective lobby work of ECTAA and its Members.

Have a good reading and please let us have your feedback on this newsletter!

Michel de Blust

Court jurisdiction: European Court determines which court has jurisdiction over web sales

For consumer contracts, including package travel contracts, courts of the domicile of the consumer can have jurisdiction when an internet trader directs its activities to the Member State of the consumer’s domicile. The European Court of Justice has recently ruled that a website will only be considered as directed to the Member State of the consumer’s domicile if it is apparent from the website and the trader’s overall activity that he is envisaging doing business with consumers domiciled in other Member States, for example, by using the language, currency, top-level domain names other than the trader’s Member State.

For more details see e-mail of 4 January 2011 or ruling in the joined cases C-585/08 and C-144/09
VAT: European Court rules that travel agents selling opera tickets in isolation cannot apply TOMS

The European Court of Justice has ruled that the special VAT scheme for travel agents (TOMS) does not apply to the sale by a travel agent of opera tickets in isolation, without the provision of a travel service such as accommodation and transport. 

For more details, see e-mail of 5 January 2011 or court ruling C-31/10
Professional qualifications: More transparency and quicker recognition of professional qualifications?

The professional qualifications Directive, which sets rules for the recognition of professional qualifications between Member States, is under review. The Commission has launched a consultation with a view to simplifying the rules and creating more confidence in the system. The questions raised are relevant for all professionals which provide services in another Member State than the one from which they obtained their qualifications. 

For more details, see e-mail of 12 January 2011 or the consultation document
Destinations: Addressing tour operators’ problems in Greece

The Destination and Sustainability Committee of ECTAA recommended meeting with the national authorities in Greece to discuss a number of problems encountered by tour operators in the course of their operations in Greek destinations. Let us know by 28 January if you would like us to address a specific issue or problem.

For more details, see e-mail of 13 January 2011 

IATA: Results of PAConf/33 available now

The most important results contained in the minutes and final Resolutions of PAConf/33:
· Numerous amendments to local financial criteria and remittance frequencies;

· Airlines will be able to make unilateral proposals to PAConf to amend local financial criteria if the APJC has not reached a recommendation after 24 months or 4 meetings;

· Amendments to the rules on ADMs concerning the reason for an ADM and ADMs on refunds;

· New penalty for late payment of IATA annual fees and standardisation of IATA agency fees;

· Restrictions to the TAC’s authority;

· Comments on the activities of on-line agents and notably their use of card payments.

For more details, see e-mail of 18 January 2011 

IATA: Overview of BSP reporting and remittance dates 

The Secretariat has prepared an overview of BSP reporting and remittance dates (set by default and voluntary more frequent remittance) based on the last PAConf decisions and information on IATA’s website. Members are invited to complete and/or correct the information.

For more details, see e-mail of 19 January 2011 

Consumer rights Directive: A step in the right direction!

The EP JURI Committee, which has responsibility for certain provisions of the Consumer Rights Directive proposal, has adopted a number of amendment proposals put forward by ECTAA. Among other, package travel contracts would not be subject to the information obligations and the right of withdrawal provision. Contracts for single travel services sold at distance and off-premises would not be subject to right of withdrawal. We also managed to slip in amendments preserving the lawfulness of minimum participants’ term and contract price revision term. 

For more details, see e-mail of 20 January 2011 

Other News in Brief

· Proposal for revision of Regulation 44/2001: Extended possibility to sue defendants domiciled outside the EU

            For more details, see e-mail of 5 January 2011 or view Regulation proposal
